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And those (when by my mandates brought Near dead Clorinda) ceased to boast Of freedom found, and wept for thought Of their delightful bondage lost.
And now the day to night was turned, Or sadly night's close mourning wore; All maids for one another mourned, That lovers now could love no more.
All lovers quickly did perceive They had on earth no more to do, But civilly to take their leave As worthies that to dying go.
And now all quires her dirges sing,
In shades of cypress and of yew;
The bells of every temple ring,
Where maids their withered garlands strew.
To such extremes did sorrow rise That it transcended speech and form, And was so lost to ears and eyes As seamen sinking in a storm,
My soul, in sleep's soft fetters bound, Did now for vital freedom strive; And straight, by horror waked, I found The fair Clorinda still alive*
Yet she's to me but such a light 'As are the stars to those who know We can at most but guess their height And hope they mind us here below.SIR    WILLIAM    DAVENANT                175
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